
Simultaneous sudden infant death syndrome

Abstract

Case Reports J Forensic Leg Med. 2007 Feb;14(2):87-91. doi: 10.1016/j.jcfm.2006.01.004. 

Yasemin Balci 1 , Mehmet Tok, B Kenan Kocaturk, Cinar Yenilmez, Co~kun Yirulmaz 

Affiliations 
PMID: 17654772 DOI: 10.1016/j.jcfm.2006.01.004 

The simultaneous sudden deaths of twins rarely occur and therefore it has received limited 

attention in the medical literature. When the deaths of the twins meet the defined criteria for 

sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) independently and take place within the same 24 h range it 

can be called as simultaneous SIDS (SSIDS). The case(s): Twin girls (3.5-month-old) were found 

dead by their mother in their crib, both in supine position. The infants were identical twins and 

delivered at a hospital by cesarean section. Both infants were healthy and did not have any serious 

medical history. Two days prior to the incident, the twins had received the second dose of oral 

polio, DPT and the first dose of hepatitis B vaccines and they had fever on the first day of the 

vaccination and been given teaspoonful of acetaminophen. Death scene investigation, judicial 

investigation, parental assessment, macroscopic and microscopic autopsy findings and the 

toxicological analysis did not yield any specific cause of death. The case(s) were referred to a 

supreme board composed of multidisciplinary medical professionals at the Institute of Forensic 

Medicine, Ministry of Justice, in Istanbul. The Board decided that the available data was consistent 

with SIDS. These SIDS case(s) are presented because twin SIDS are rare and this is the first time 

that a simultaneous twin SIDS have been reported in Turkey. Simultaneous SIDS cases have many 

implications regarding definition, diagnosis and medico-legal approach. 
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